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patriotic pride with which he describes the giant strides
in civilization and wealth they have made within the last
thirty years, is laudable in an American statesman : but
while he refers with natural exultation to the enormous
stake possessed by his country in the free navigation of
any canal across the Isthmus of Panama, he ought not
to be blind to the fact that the possessions of Great
Britain have developed pari passu with those of the
United States, and that the canal when completed will
be an important highway for many of them. When he
declares that British interests in the question are "incon-
siderable in comparison with those of the United
States1/' he forgets that we too have a long Pacific coast
line on the west of the American continent, and that
great as would be the saving of distance in the voyage
from New York to San Francisco if a sea passage were
made through the isthmus, there would be an equal
saving in the voyage from Halifax to Vancouver Island.
The western provinces of the Dominion of Canada are
being opened up with marvellous rapidity. By the time
this book is in the hands of its readers the longest rail-
way in the world will run through them on its^way from
the Atlantic to the Pacific. They. are the home of a
large and rapidly increasing population, whose right of
free access by the best sea route to the eastern side of
the continent it behoves the mother country to secure by
all honourable means. These considerations must be
paramount with any British Ministry. But additional
reasons for refusal on our part to surrender to the
United States the complete control of the Panama
Canal are to be found in the fact of its enormous
political importance.

1 Mr Elaine to Mr Lowell, Nov. 19, iSSi.
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